48            EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
Much of the time of the older pupils was, however, given to
household duties.
A strongly paradoxical feature of this convent upbringing
has left an indelible mark on the tradition of French educa-
tion, namely the practice of combining the lowliest domestic
avocations with the amenities and accomplishments tnote
suitable, it might be thought, to the aristocratic names upon
the register.1 Helene describes for us how Miles, de la
Roche-Aymon and de Montbarrey countedthelinenandput
it away carefully in the cupboards, Miles, de Beaumont and
d'Armaille added up the household accounts, Mile.
d'Aiguillon mended vestments, and Mile, de Barbantanne
took her turn at the lodge. Sugar and coffee were under
the care of Mile, de Latour-Maubourg, and cooking was the
special talent of Mile, de Vogue. Miles, de Talleyrand and
Duras acted as errand boys to the community, while Miles.
d'Uzes and de Boulainvilliers supervised the sweeping of the
dormitories. If workmen were needed, one had to apply
to Mile, de Saint-Simon or to Mile, de Talmont. The
lamps of the household (no sinecure) were lit and tended
by Miles, de Rohan-Guemenee, d'Harcourt, de Brassac
and de Galaar, under the direction of a nun irreverently
styled by the schoolgirls La Mfae des iMmtires.
It was a splendid training in responsibility. Helene
acting " Esther " before a brilliant audience, and in a jewel-
embroidered robe worth 100,000 ecus, slips off quietly to
change into her uniform that she may prepare the tisanes
and the poultices for the infirmary. There was no question
of playing at work, but of shouldering, at least in part, the
burden that would later fall upon these girls when they
were faced with the cares of a numerous household.
* Of. Part II, Chap, HE, which shows the importance given to domestic economy
in the cumcolum of the Society of the Sacred Heart